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If one overstays when parking nature can take its revenge | 
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(The first photos continue from Volume 160) 


It has been (weather-wise) a very varied month. Totally flooded countryside all round us on the train journey to 
visit DP and constant rain some days and then the next day so sunny we were able to sit outside for coffee. Re- 
ally cold days too. Blossom on many trees already but guess early frosts may cause problems and farmers are 
already anticipating poor potato harvests. 


Politically, we almost switch off. Israel is getting such bad press and media coverage one feels like shouting out 
” there are so many world wars that don’t get any coverage at all, why this total obsession with Israel?” The 
truth is so obvious. | personally (as | stated categorically in earlier volumes do not agree with the constant and 
deep incursions in Gaza) but | am politically naive and can not see a solution. However constant war will only 
leave such bitter enemies, and entrenched hatred, that generations will never be able to make a peace. Negoti- 
ating, however distasteful, for both sides, must be the solution and maybe it can be brokered by other nations. 
As | said, |am no politician but to me, the current situation is totally untenable. 


On a UK basis, prices are escalating and as voting for the (as yet ,date unknown) election we are so so tired of 
the very obvious political points being made by both sides that it seems we are led by idiots who actually seem 
to think they are respected and believed. 


Yesterday Lynn and | went opposite to a local residents meeting and as usual | voiced, very clearly, how in my 
long life | have seen Southgate totally degraded and asked (again) how the ‘so-called’ cafes can continue. Totally 
filled by men sitting there all day (and night) all from the same ethnic group and the police acknowledge that 
they are aware that these cafes/barbers, are fronts for drug distribution and money laundering but as they are a 
very tight-knit community the local police are unable to infiltrate and gain ‘intel’ (as they call it) They had as- 
sured me that this was being investigated by CID (higher than their local pay grade) and we could not be given 
info as it might compromise investigations. |, again, spoke about local feelings and stated that this was the 
‘elephant in the room’ and drug dealing locally was so evident and women felt intimidated walking past the 
cafes. | got a flattering round of applause but personally think these meetings are possibly a waste of time , oth- 
er than meeting locals, many of whom are extremely nice folk. 


DP is now in Guatemala, for a few days then on to Panama where he is involved in the festival then he goes to 
Costa Rica and home. This is a two month stint and were in touch via WhatsApp. 


Tammy is really busy , both with some great new friends and also her old friends. She is also taking the bull by 
the horns and sorting out her affairs with the bank. She is so witty and we really get on so well. 


Likewise, The Larn, is a very dedicated member of her work team and despite working from home a lot, is very 
focussed and very busy. She is a great, great feisty person, and we love having her round for a meal and the in- 
evitable ‘Needle Scrabble Match’ between grandma and her. 


Angela, Peachy and Beau are such fun and we all get on famously but obviously with the distance between us 
we can’t see them as often as we like. 


These Photo History’ volumes are now slowly , space-wise, taking over my study and everyone seems to accept 
‘Ralph with his Camera’. The photos now really do form a ‘photo History. And | am slowly (really slowly) trying to 
extract ‘tags’ or ‘key words’ into a Word document so | can actually locate any specific pictures. This is a major 
task but is fun as | constantly find shots that haven’t seen the light of day for yonks. 


Vish, our great IT friend will probably be able to transfer dad’s old super 8 cine films etc to a ‘readable’ medium 
so these can be seen but not heard, as unfortunately they had no sound available at that time) m Feb 2024 


Photo History _—= An unauthorised boarder on a boat in the docks in Rotherhithe 
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Rotherhithe 


The unexpected s 
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The previous docks are 
filled in and new apart- 
ments and houses have 
been built there some- 
times with water canals 
running through them 
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Some of the docks have 
been repurposed and 
are now used for water- 
based leisure activities 
plus moorings for boats 
of all different types 
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| am sure that the history of this area with close knit communities of dock 
workers and warehouses in almost Dickensian conditions is fascinating and is 
difficult to comprehend with the total face lift and these dramatic changes 
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Despite the views over the water with 
Docklands in the distance, we found 
the whole area very soulless and nota 
place that we would like to live 
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Avery different outlook that many would love, but possibly 


not a great place for families with young children 
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A really wet February encouraged the clematis to blossom 


early, and grow rapidly, even hanging on the gates 
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On land and sea 
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The pile of manure on 


our allotment that 
Tobs arranged to be 
delivered 


This was quite a chal- 
lenge getting it down 
to our various plots 


One of several 
barrow 
loads...hope 
the resulting 
harvest will be 
successful and 
make this work 
worthwhile 


Panorama of the beach at Sheringham 
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March will hopefully, be a more settled month as February was, apparently, one of the wettest on record. As 
we took the train to see DP in Bristol we passed so many totally lake-like flooded fields. | love to see the blos- 
som on all the local trees and daffodils, despite the cold, quickly appear. March, seems to be the start of anoth- 
er year in nature with positive signs of renewal and hopefully spring will herald some sense to encourage man- 
kind to challenge all the bad news we constantly hear from around the world and make this a better world 
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; A cold, but sunny Monday in March was a great quiet time to visit the 
Photo History 


wonderful Kew Gardens. OK, many of the blooms were not at their best 


but the buds and early blossom made it fascinating. 
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id contem- 
plate ‘playing 
around’ with 
on reflection 
the textures 
and colours in — 
nature could 
not be bettered 
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As Lynn and | get older we often chat about our life, as it was, and as it is now, and we 
Photo History realise that we are so lucky and so happy with what we have achieved. Many of our 


‘achievements ‘ have been luck, maybe being in the right place at the right time 


and sometimes the difficulties we have faced allows us to really appreciate what we have now. We have had some fantastic 
adventures in travel and in life and we relish our relationship that has endured 60 years this year. | say ‘endured’ because 
sometimes it has been a struggle for both of us. One has to taste bitter to appreciate sweet. Anyway, enough of the schmalz. 
The world situation politically seems almost totally alien to the way we both think and sometimes we hear news of more 
deaths and violence, more people starving through corrupt governments and we feel so helpless that we almost are forced 
to switch off. 


| feel that these major forces will dominate the world in the future and obviously they are already are influencing the world 
but will, in my opinion, become much more important in the future. They are: 


° Water...and who controls the water supply 
e Al and again, how it is controlled because by its very nature the time will come when it can not be controlled 
° Interplanetary exploration. Despite world economies professing bigger than ever pressures there still seems unlimited 


major finance available for satellites, probes and other incursions into the moon, Jupiter etc. The obvious reason is 
the potential mineral wealth. Currently it seems like an old wild west scenario with the first there ‘claiming their stake 
holding’. Robots will mine the vast , as yet, unknown mineral wealth and transport it back to earth to the vastly in- 
creased population 


e This brings me to another , to me anyway, obvious world-changing scenario. Population numbers increasing exponen- 
tially. Poorer countries with high birth rates can not provide food or employment for these vast numbers so migration 
to a more sustainable environment occurs. During easy times this can be absorbed by the new host nations but as 
pressure on housing , food and employment is stretched the obvious outcome is racism and hatred turning to major 
disruptions. 


° Many more signs of future problems such as too much world control in too few hands due to advanced technology 
plus moral problems like cloning and euthanasia will be issues that people will for ever disagree on. 


e Finally, in my ‘doom and gloom’ future world prediction let me finish with climate change. Everyone plays lip service 
to it but it is so obvious already in the effects worldwide that world attitudes seems to be metaphorically ‘we’ll face 
that problem when it hits our shores’ It has already hit other shores literally , with rising tides causing devastation. 
Forest fires of a magnitude never having been witnessed before . Glaciers melting at an alarming rate and so many 
signs that we must be totally blind to ignore. 


In writing this, | do not profess to have the answers but in our way we are trying to put something back into the world we 
inhabit. It’s not much in the scheme of things but | feel that, by example, actions on a small scale get noticed and, more im- 
portantly, get adopted by others and this attitude can germinate and spread. Lynn and | plant trees but will never the see the 
resultant forests. Donations, rather than presents saw a massive £2500. 00 that we have sent to Sikles School in Nepal, | 
‘look after’ the cows at Forty Hall. | am joining the PPG (Patients’ Participation Group) at our surgery to act as liaison be- 
tween patients and doctors and | am currently trying to act as a conduit in local parklets (small structures in Southgate hous- 
ing trees and plants to beautify the area) Our swimming group meet monthly to chat over coffee and cakes at the Garden 
Centre and four of us meet monthly for a fun quiz. Add this to our weekly 5km Park Run and we do our best to meet and 
socialize with a great diversity of ages, ethnic groups and individuals...so in this way we do our small bit to improve and add 
to life in our small circle 


Anyway, enough of this diatribe , | am convinced another covid-like pandemic will hit the world and with the vast popula- 
tions living in close proximity added to fast world travel it can not be contained. To my simple mind this is inevitable . The 
provision of ‘secret bunkers’ ostensibly to house government will take control in the event of a national emergency. The 
only trouble is that when | see these so called saviour's huddled in their safe cocoons | honestly think I’d rather perish than 
have them looking after my future well being. 


| am so aware of so many good sensible people who | meet daily that | can only hope they will, like cream, float to the top 
and we will end with a society that is rich in decent and nice people...March 2024 
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Trent Park development is now fairly near completion and we still go 
annually to see the daffodils by the main house. Not quite as 


splendid as in previous years but hopefully they will return as 
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As | mentioned earlier, | am attempting to coordi 
local residents, shops, schools and organisations in 


attempting to ‘beautifying’ Southgate. Lynn thinks it will 
_be an impossible task but so far a few people 'on board’ 
seem interested so | will try to establish a cohesive 

group. Here ate some of the initial concepts 


This can only 
get better... 


Some of the 
Pocket Parks 
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Site 01 - Streetview 
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One of two in 
Ashfield Parade 
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Outside Greggs 


SOUTHGATE 


Kids working on ideas for 
Southgate during their half term 


With a large number of the Selfridges clientele coming from diverse 


¥ Sa 


Photo Historv countries, the ‘Joke’ window displays exhibiting our very special 


The Joke Shop British humour may have left many folk scratching their heads 


Good gags and even better bags, practical jokes and impractical fashion. There's silliness in store at 
Selfridg 
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Everyone gets ii 
the ‘funny ha-ha act 


sable without their favourite accessory, circus clowns have 


ets of England since 1805. The first modern clown to 
jy, costumes and face paint was Joseph Grimaldi - 
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TWO BESTSELLER; 2024 
Various materials 
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As it now (in | 
2024) 


The Boot & Flogger is tucked away on a quiet side-street 
close to Borough Market and just a short walk from London — 
Bridge station, The Boot & Flogger is the original Davy’s 
Wine Bar. Opened in 1965 by John Davy trading as a Free 
Vintner — a privilege granted by the Worshipful Company of 
Vintners — it became the blueprint for wine bars in London. 


The Boot & Flogger 


Hidden away and full of 


atmosphere 


With Carol & — 
David at Sue 
and Stu’s in 
March 2024 
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mammoth after- 


noon teas with Nor- 
ma, Dionne, Vivy 
and Walter 


The magnolias this year were exceptional 


beautiful and heralded an early spring 


Angela (a regular daily swimmer) was finishing sw 
ming as she has been accepted to be a foster mum 
and hopefully will have one or two kids to look after 
shortly. We all met at Delisino to say “goodbye” 
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Escalators at Canada Water station 
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A walk around Rotherhithe (once again) gave 
me a lot of opportunities for some great shots 
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It’s amazing that this brutal architecture and this eco 


park can be just minutes away from each other 
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Seen on the pub wall...really caught my eye (no pun intended) 


~~ 


Photo History 


| The Wilful Murder of Mr. loaac Blight 
Rirtherkithe Shiptreaher rn 237d. Septewter 18O%. 
, Criak cf Richard Patch. 
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Onwards 
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“OK, who’s next...?” 


Well, we are all elderly gentlemen 
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The Thames Tunnel is a tunnel beneath the River 
Thames in London, connecting Rotherhithe and Wap- 
ping. It measures 35 ft wide by 20 ft high and is 1,300 

ft long, running at a depth of 75 ft below the river 

surface measured at high tide. 


Opened: 1843 Architects: Marc Isambard Brunel, 
Isambard Kingdom Brunel 


Construction started: 1825 


The London Underground used the tunnel from 1913. 
The Thames Tunnel is still used by trains today as part 
of the London Overground network. 


On 18 May 1827, after a rising tide, the Thames Tun- 
nel's ceiling collapsed under the weight of the river 
and a torrent of water filled the structure. Brunel nar- 
rowly escaped with his life 
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| find these offbeat shots so interesting—the contrasts... 


This religious party were walking below the observation hill 
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We had to wait outside as the ‘as 
pub was flooded and mopping 
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up operations took a while 


AY STREET... 


N BOROUGH OF SOUTHWARK 


t think these looks of 
resignation says it all! 


